New York State Homes and Community Renewal (HCR)
Restoring and Codifying a Successful Fair
Housing Program

In 2023, New York State took a major step in the fight against housing discrimination

by launching the Fair Housing Testing, Education and Networking Program (FHTP),
administered by NYS HCR. The program puts state resources behind full-service fair
housing nonprofits across the State to expand new fair housing testing and education
programs in their communities.

This program comes at a critical time as communities across New York remain vulnerable
to housing insecurity, discrimination and divestment. This crisis is compounded by
executive action in Washington, which threatens to take away the federal funding that fair
housing organizations rely on, and roll back the Fair Housing Act itself.

Robust, continued funding from New York State will ensure that New Yorkers,
regardless of familial and legal status, gender identity, source of income and many
other protected classes are protected from housing discrimination.

In her executive budget, Governor Hochul is proposing a $2 million decrease for the
FHTP, threatening to cut the program’s impact in half. New York State must keep funding
level at $4 million, to ensure participating nonprofits do not have to reduce their levels of
service.

We kindly request that $4 million be allocated to HCR's Fair
Housing Testing Program in the SFY 2025-2026 budget to
maintain current service levels.

Each organization uses funds to launch systemic testing investigations, fair housing
enforcement actions, and expand their education and outreach efforts. In FY25, the
program'’s funding was increased to $4 million, allowing the State to fund flexible
activities that nonprofits had to find other funding for, such as intake and client advocacy.

The FHTP has proven successful, with grantees hiring new staff, conducting hundreds
of tests, training and educating individuals on fair housing laws, and filing enforcement
actions. Crucially, the program provides a platform for the participating nonprofits to
learn from each other, share best practices, identify common themes and collaborate on
cases.

With federal fair housing resources threatened, it is up to New York to fill in the gaps.
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Impact of Potential Funding Cuts

Funding at $2 million* Funding at $4 million*

(Proposed for FY26) (Enacted in FY25)
Training Events Held 63 80+
Tests Conducted 469 620+

Flexibility for Funding
Intake 0
Flexibility for Funding 0 .

v

Client Advocacy

" Based on program data from 2023 with $2 million in funding distributed.
“"Based on an estimate from the program's current Notice of Funding opportunity (NOFA)
with $4 million of funding to be distributed.

Full-Service Fair Housing Organizations

Across the state, there are six full-service fair housing organizations that currently participate in the FHTP.

Fair Housing Organization Service Area

CNY Fair Housing Cayuga, Jefferson, Madison, Oneida, Onodaga, Oswego, St. Lawrence,
and Tompkins Counties

- - - All five boroughs of New York City and Dutchess, Nassau, Orange,
Fair H Justice Cent
air Houising Justice L.enter Putnam, Rockland, Suffolk, and Westchester Counties

HOME. Inc Erie, Niagara, Cattaraugus, Chautauqua, Genesee, Orleans and
T Wyoming Counties

Allegany, Cattaragus Chautauqua, Chemung, Livingston, Monroe,
Legal Assistance of Western NY Ontario, Schuyler, Seneca, Steuben, Tioga, Tompkins, Wayne, and
Yates Counties

Long Island Housing Services Nassau and Suffolk Counties

Westchester Residential Opportunities Lower Hudson Valley region of New York including: Westchester,
Rockland, Putnam and Dutchess Counties
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3P FHIC

Fair Housing Justice Center




